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Kering and Parsons School of Design collaborate on measuring environmental impact
of designs

« New design course to measure sustainability impact launched

© Pioneering My EP&L App measuring and comparing products’ environmental impacts to be used
by students to create more sustainable designs

«© Students to showcase selected sustainable designs at a Design Exhibition

Kering and The New School’s Parsons School of Design announced a new collaboration under their long-standing
partnership today, with the launch of a new design curriculum which will leverage the pioneering KERING x
PARSONS: EP&L programme pilot and the My EP&L App to measure and better understand the environmental
impacts of students’ creations.

As part of their collaboration, Kering is introducing new modules to Parsons Fashion programme and embedding
practical lessons in sustainability into the Parsons curriculum. Parsons will offer the Kering modules to students in
three senior Systems & Society Thesis sections and two Materiality Thesis sections. Students will have the
opportunity to study Kering’s Environmental Profit and Loss (EP&L) methodology, which measures and monetizes
the environmental impacts from business’ activities across the entire supply chain. Students will also learn how to
integrate sustainability from the very start of the design process by evaluating and comparing various materials’ and
understanding how their choices influence the extent of the environmental impacts from sourcing to manufacturing
via the My EP&L App, introduced by Kering. Students’ thesis projects will subsequently be evaluated and scored on
both design and sustainability criteria, with the ten top students given unparalleled exposure for their designs in an
exclusive Design Exhibition, following the course and hosted by Kering and Parsons.

Piloted as part of the Parsons curriculum, My EP&L App is based on Kering’s EP&L methodology and is an easy
way for design students and the fashion industry to visualize the environmental impact of a typical product from raw
material extraction through to sales. Highlighting 4 different items in our wardrobe to select — jackets, shoes,
handbags and rings — My EP&L App users can choose the raw materials used (such as cashmere, wool, organic
cotton, leather), where these are sourced from and then manufactured. In each category the environmental impacts
from carbon emissions, water use, water and air pollution, waste production and land use changes are then
analysed from an underlying 5000+ indicators to calculate a product’s final impact. Furthermore, My EP&L can be
used as a comparative tool by allowing users to understand and determine better options in order to ascertain lower
impact decisions and ultimately create more sustainable designs. As an illustration, My EP&L shows that by
choosing between a bag made from French leather with the inner lining in Chinese silk and hardware in brass from
Chile versus a bag made out of US leather with the inner lining in Chinese linen and hardware in Chinese bamboo
there is 4.40€ less EP&L impact from the first product decisions, or 26% environmental savings.

“‘My EP&L illustrates the power of an Environmental Profit and Loss (EP&L) analysis and will assist fashion
designers to easily calculate better options in real time in order to embed sustainability into their products at the
very beginning of the design phase,” said Marie-Claire Daveu, Chief Sustainability Officer and Head of International
institutional affairs at Kering. “As part of our ongoing commitment to advocate the importance of sustainability with
the next generation entering our industry, we are excited to expand our Parsons collaboration with a view to sharing
My EP&L with further educational institutions following the pilot.”
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"We are excited to collaborate with Kering on this important initiative for our students,” said Burak Cakmak, Dean of
Fashion at Parsons School of Design. “Sustainability education is vital for our students, and with Kering’s help,
Parsons will be educating the next generation of fashion industry leaders who can create powerful change.”

To download the My EP&L App on a smartphone click here: App Store and the Android version

About Kering

A world leader in apparel and accessories, Kering develops an ensemble of powerful Luxury and Sport & Lifestyle brands: Gucci,
Bottega Veneta, Saint Laurent, Alexander McQueen, Balenciaga, Brioni, Christopher Kane, McQ, Stella McCartney, Tomas Maier,
Boucheron, Dodo, Girard-Perregaux, JeanRichard, Pomellato, Qeelin, Ulysse Nardin, Puma, Volcom and Cobra. By ‘empowering
imagination’ in the fullest sense, Kering encourages its brands to reach their potential in the most sustainable manner.

Present in more than 120 countries, the Group generated revenue of more than €11.5 billion in 2015 and had more than 38,000
employees at year-end. The Kering (previously PPR) share is listed on Euronext Paris (FR 0000121485, KER.PA, KER.FP).

About Parsons School of Design

Parsons is a global leader in design education, with programs that span the disciplines of design and the fine arts. With the launch
of its fashion design program in 1906, Parsons is credited with the rise of Seventh Avenue, the epicenter of American fashion.
Parsons offers a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Fashion Design, Associate degrees in Fashion Design and Fashion Marketing,
and a Master of Fine Arts Program in Fashion Design and Society initiated through the support of Parsons alumna Donna Karan.
Parsons has educated generations of leading American fashion designers, including Tom Ford, Marc Jacobs, Donna Karan, Isaac
Mizrahi, Tracy Reese, Narciso Rodriguez, Anna Sui, Prabal Gurung, Derek Lam, Proenza Schouler, Vena Cava, Alexander Wang,
and Jason Wu. For more information, visit www.newschool.edu/parsons.
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